Alice’s Restaurant
Words and music by Arlo Guthrie

This transcription, taken from the original performance of
“Alice’s Restaurant™ on the album of the same name, shows
the chorus to Arlo Guthrie’s most famous song and the
accompaniment for it that was a touchstone guitar part for a
generation of folk fingerpickers. The guitar accompaniment
provides a plethora of hip ragtime moves in a tidy 16 bars,

including ascending bass runs, subtle blue notes, and rag-
timey chord voicings. You can find the complete spoken lyrics
on-line at www.arlo.net. There you can also take a virtual tour
of the church immortalized in the song, and even read a trib-
ute to officer Obie, the arresting officer in the incident that
inspired the song.

—Dylan Schorer
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® 1966, 1967 (renewed) Appleseed Music, Inc. (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
ACOUSTIC GUITAR September 1998
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